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By Bobby Jaffe and Michael Hall

WELCOME BACK 

ON BEHALF OF THE PTA board, welcome 
to the PS 6 ’21-’22 School Year!

First and foremost, we want to make sure you 
are excited and ready for the great year
ahead. You should have received an email with 
supply lists and links to purchase. We are sensi-
tive to the increase in supply costs and have 
worked hard to ensure this to be the most
efficient way for you to buy supplies for your 
children. 

The PTA has worked to build an app and 
website over the summer, www.ps6nyc.com 
it will launch at the start of  the school year and 
evolve to be a great resource for parents. Please 
bookmark the site and look for the app at the 
app store.

The school has many volunteer needs through-
out the year. Please find opportunities that suit 
your schedule and interests. If  you would like 
to be on our Volunteer email list, please email 
Nicole Cyrlin at vp1@ps6pta.com. We will 
be sure to keep you updated about upcoming 
Volunteer needs!

We remind you that you are a PTA member. 
The PTA includes all parents of  PS 6 Students. 
Our mission as a PTA is to ensure that the 
students, our children have their best possible 
experience at our school. 

Please mark your calendars and make 
every effort to join our first general PTA 
meeting on September 21st at 7pm. 

It will be a zoom meeting so you can join from 
almost anywhere. The meeting will introduce 
the PTA, include updates from the principal, 
nominations or elections for unfilled leadership 
positions, and of  course a chance to ask ques-
tions about the PTA and the year ahead.

The PTA can always be reached at 
president@ps6pta.com

We look forward to working together through-
out the year for our kids!

- Bobby Jaffe & Michael Hall 

PTA MESSAGE
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TEACHER UPDATE

Q: Are you excited to be returning to PS6?
A: Yes!

Q: What did you miss most about PS6?
A: I missed the students and their families and my 
colleagues.

Q: What do you like best about teaching?
A: I enjoy facilitating the students’ learning as 
they excel and 
grow throughout 
the school year.

Q: What grade will you be teaching?
A: Second grade!

Q: What do you think makes PS6 special?
A: PS 6 has a wonderful school community. 

Q: What's your favorite book?
A: The Napping House

Q: What do you 
hope for the 
2021-22 school 
year?

MS. ZORFAS
IS BACK

A: That we can
all have a safe and 
healthy school year!

THE SCHOOL HAS many volunteer needs 
throughout the year. Please find opportunities 
that suit your schedule and interests.  Whether 
it’s helping out your child’s classroom as a Class 
Representative, being part of  the Annual Fund 
team, or helping with school wide events such as 
the Book Fair or Auction, there are so many ways 
to get involved. 

If  you would like to be on our Volunteer email list, please email Nicole Cyrlin
at vp1@ps6pta.com. We will be sure to keep you updated about upcoming 
Volunteer needs! 
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BOOK
RECOMMENDATIONS 

HELLO PS6 READERS, we love reading 
everyday and during the summer we have had 
the chance to bury our noses into new books and 
book series, which have allowed us to get lost in 
some magical adventures but also think about 
more deeper issues that we can face in our daily 
lives. Because of  that, it is difficult to choose 
among so many wonderful books, but if  we had 
to pick a few, we would like to recommend the 
following ones.
We hope that you will have a chance to read and 
enjoy all or some of  them as much as we did! 
Many of  these books are written so that students 
could read them in partnerships and book clubs. 
Teachers pored over catalogs to find new books in 
the very popular Who Was series of  biographies.  
So, now Who Is Malala Yousafzai? joins Who 
Was Albert Einstein? and Who Was Babe Ruth? 
on our shelves.  

 To introduce the new books to the students, 
the school year began with students in certain 
classrooms working together to sort the books 
into different categories. Students came up with 
categories such as Friendships and First Book in 
a Series, to help children find series that interest 
them.  Throughout the school year, the children 
will sort the libraries again to gain more exposure 
to the books available.

So, you might wonder, how did all these new 
books fit into our school library and the classroom 
libraries?  Over the past two years, we “weeded” 
the school library, removing books that had out-
of-date information or were damaged.  Last year, 
we had help with this work from librarians from 
the NYC Department of  Education.  Also, last 

year, our teachers started “weeding” the class-
room libraries, pulling books that were too “well 
used” to be useful.  But don’t worry!  There’s still 
space for timeless favorites like Poppleton and 
Friends, Charlotte’s Web and Number the Stars.  

It is important for us to reflect on our libraries 
annually to make sure we are weeding out books 
that have out -of-date information.  We will con-
tinue to purchase multiple copies of  new books, 
as well as replace well-loved ones, so our libraries 
stay current and interesting.

Now when we ask our students what they 
think about reading, we hope they will share how 
reading makes them feel.  Or that they discovered 
that they love mysteries.  Or that a nonfiction 
book has inspired a new passion. Or maybe we’ll 
hear them recommend some books that they just 
cannot put down!  

A special thank you to all the families for gen-
erously supporting the PS 6 PTA who made these 
purchases possible.

BOOK LOVERS

By Emma and Sophie Biegel, 4th grade 



BOOK
RECOMMENDATIONS 

another and spending time exploring Pakistan.
 We really enjoyed this book because it is written 
from each of  the girls’ perspectives and that really 
makes you feel like you are in the girls’ minds and 
help you understand what they are thinking about 
each other. Also, we love the message of  the book 

that even if  people are very 
different because they come 
from different places or dress 
differently that does not stop 
them from becoming friends.

STARFISH
By Lisa Fipps 

This book is about a girl named Ellie who is
bullied because of  her weight.
In order to deal with this and to not stand out, 
she lives her daily life fol-
lowing the “Fat Girls Rules” 
like, for example, not eating 
in public, not making waves 
in the pool, not moving too 
fast to avoid that the body 
jiggles. The only place that 
comforts her is her swim-
ming pool where she can 
spread as a starfish and take 
as much space as she wants. 
Luckily, she has the support 
of  her dad, her therapist and 
her new friend, Catalina, 
who love Ellie for who she is 
rather than how she looks. 
We love this book because 
the main character, Ellie is a 
bright, caring and deter-
mined girl who tries to cope 
the best she can with the bul-
lies that surround her until finally, she manages to 
ignore the “Fat Girls Rules” and to love her body 
and who she really is.  We think that the story is 
emotional and has a very powerful message.

A THOUSAND QUESTIONS
by Saadia Faruqi

This book is about two girls, Mimi and Sakina. 
Mimi is going to spend the summer at her 
mother’s childhood house which turns out to be
a mansion, in Pakistan. Unlike Mimi, Sakina’s 
family is poor and works for Mimi’s grandmoth-
er’s house.  When the two girls meet, they could 
not be more different. Mimi is from America and 
Sakina is from Pakistan. They do not think that 
they will ever be friends but when they get to 
know each other better, they begin helping one 
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THE MILLION DOLLAR RACE
by Matthew Ross Smith 

This book is about a boy named Grant and his 
best friend, Jay who love running and sprint-
ing and want to compete in the million-dollar 
race sponsored by the super-rich Bubblemoney 
sneaker company. However, in order to compete, 
Grant needs to sign-up but when he discovers 
that his parents never got him a birth certificate, 
he realizes that he cannot race for the United 
State of  America and he has to make up his own 
country if  he wants to compete. With the help 
of  his brother, Grant succeeds in the plan of  
making up his own country but he then becomes 
worried that if  he wins the race, that might ruin 
his friendship with Jay.
We love this book because it focuses on the 
friendship relationship between Grant and Jay 
as well as on the quite unusual and hilarious 
parents of  Grant. There are quite a few funny 
parts in the story, especially in the interviews of  
the main characters, Grant and Jay that are scat-
tered throughout the book.

UPSIDE DOWN MAGIC
By Sarah Mlynowski

This series is about a girl named Elinor Horace, 
aka Nory and her classmates who have magical 
abilities that do not fit into the ‘normal’ kind of  
magic that everyone expects. Nory has upside 
down magic, since she is a fluxer, which means 
she can change into animals, but rather than 
a single animal, she becomes a combination 
of  more than one animal, like a dritten, half  
dragon, half  kitten. Because Nory does not fit 
in the boarding school of  “normal’ students,
she gets sent to live with her Aunt Margo and 
enrolled in a different school for kids with 
“upside down magic’.
If  you love fantasy, this series is for you! 
Throughout the books, Nory keeps changing 
into all sort of  different and unusual animals, 

which can be quite funny to picture in your 
head. Friendship is a common theme in the 
books. Also, the series teach you some important 
messages like for example that being different 
does not always need to be seen in a negative 
way because that can also mean that you can 
do things that nobody else can. 

BOOK LOVERS
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ANASTASIA KRUPNIK 
by Lois Lowry

This series is about a girl named Anastasia 
Krupnick who is ten years old and has a brother 
named Sam. She hangs out with her friends 
Meredith, Daphne and Sonya. Anastasia has large 
round glasses and 14 freckles on her nose. Anasta-
sia’s mom is a painter, and her dad teaches English. 
Anastasia loves making lists and, at the end of  some 
of  the books, you will find a list of  what she likes 
and dislikes. Her lists always change and show how 
her character develops through the books. 

We love this series because it shows the life of  
Anastasia and how she deals with everyday prob-
lems, like the arrival of  her new brother, the loss of  
her grandmother, getting a bad grade at school and 
feeling humiliated. 
 
 

FISH IN A TREE 
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

The book is about a girl named Ally who has 
dyslexia. She gets bullied because of  it and she is 
usually sad during her days at school. But when Ally 
transfers to a new school, the teacher, Mr. Daniels, 
understands how Ally feels and tries to help her. 
She becomes friends with Albert and Keisha during 
‘show and tell’, and they help her building up her 
confidence. The title of  the book is “Fish in a tree” 
because fishes cannot go on trees and similarly, Ally 
feels like a fish in a tree because she finds it impos-
sible for her to learn to read. 

We love this book because it is a very empower-
ing story that teaches us that everybody learns, reads 
and thinks differently and that you can overcome 
many obstacles that may seem impossible at first. 
Also, we like the character of  Mr. Daniels, the 
teacher, as he talks to Ally about her dyslexia and 
tells her that he is there to help her and eventually 
helps her succeed.
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BOOK
RECOMMENDATIONS 

HELLO PS6 READERS! I love reading 
because reading makes me happy. When I wake 
up in the morning, I just go grab a book and sit 
on the couch reading for hours until my mom 
calls me for breakfast. I like to read books with 
magical animals and cute pictures.

ZOEY AND SASSAFRAS
by Asia Citro

Zoey is a little girl with brown curly hair. Sassafras 
is her cat. Zoey likes to wear her Thinking Goggles 
because it can help her think. One day, Zoey and 
Sassafras found a magical doorbell at their barn and 
a lot of  magical animals started to come to their door. 
One of  my favorite magical animals in this series is 
the baby dragon called marshmallow. He is really 
cute and his favorite food is marshmallow. He seemed 
pretty weak at first and looked like he caught a cold. 
But when he saw the marshmallows, his eyes lit up. 
One thing I don’t like about this series is that they 
don’t have colors in the book.

AMBER BROWN 
by Paula Danziger

At first, I didn't like this series 
because I never heard of  it. 
One day, my mom brought 
home the book about 
Amber Brown entering 
second grade. Then I 
read it because I want to 
know what a second grade classroom looks 
like. Once I started reading about Amber Brown, I 
couldn't stop. I want to read more. The author writes 
about Amber Brown’s life from when she was little 
to 9 year old. When Amber Brown was 9 years old, 
her best friend Justin moved away. She didn’t like it. 
After a few weeks, her parents divorced and her mom 
found a new boyfriend. Amber Brown wanted her 
dad to come back. I like Amber Brown because I’m 
also going to second grade and my best friend also 
travelled away during summer. I also like her pigtails. 
One thing I don’t like about this series is that it doesn’t 
have a lot of  pictures.

By Evelyn Shi, 2nd grade

BOOK LOVERS
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This past summer I read the Percy Jackson series.  Percy 
Jackson is about a twelve year old boy who finds out that his 
father is Poseidon.  Poseidon is the god of  the sea.  Since he 
is a god he is forbidden to grow up with his child because it is 
not safe for the gods in the mortal world.  This means Percy 
is not safe until he is safely within the border of  this place 
called ‘Camp Half-blood’, a camp for demigods like himself  
to be safe from monsters.  The reason Percy is not safe 
from monsters is because after he turns twelve years old the 
monsters can sense him.  I like this series because when the 
god of  time Kronos recruits monsters to fight for him there 
are a lot of  exciting battles.  The last battle is very exciting 
because you meet a lot of  new monsters and it answers a lot 
of  questions from earlier in the series. 

If  you liked reading Harry Potter you 
would also like the Percy Jackson series 
because they are very similar.  In Harry 
Potter there are two boys and one girl 
to make the golden trio and in Percy 
Jackson there are two boys and one girl 
again.  Another way these series are 
alike is there are prophecies about both 
of  the main characters.  I hope you will 
read this series and enjoy it.

By Lizzy Gehrie, 3rd grade

PERCY JACKSON
A GREAT SERIES

BOOK REVIEW
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SUMMER  
MOMENTS

SUMMER RECAP

MY FAVORITE THING I did was 
playing in the pool with my friend.  
My favorite book I read was Cam 
Jansen. And I am looking forward to 
reading!

- Otto Alam Khan ( 2nd grade )

HELLO EVERYONE!
My name is Sarvhesh Iyer and I will be starting 1st 
grade at PS 6 school this September 2021. I would 
like to share one of  my most favorable summer 
vacations with all of  you. 
I went to a hot air balloon fiesta with my family.  
There were so many colorful hot air balloons. My 
favorite is the Macaw balloon. I went on a tether 
ride. I had lots of  fun.  
 
- Sarvhesh Iyer ( 1st grade )

SARVHESH IYER

OTTO ALAM KHAN
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I HAD A GREAT SUMMER with my sister in 
California where my grandparents live.  
 
For part of  the summer, I went to camp. The camp 
I went to was really fun. We went on two field trips 
a week, sometimes three. One that we always went 
to was the beach. On Mondays, we would go to 
the chapel and the park. After camp, we would 
either play video games or watch a movie while 
we were waiting for our parents to pick us up. 
When I wasn’t at camp, we were camping. I slept 
in a tent, and my sister slept in the camper. I had 
brought some stuff along to have something to do. 
Most of  the day, we were climbing trees during 
camping. Sometimes, we would run around. One 
day, we went to a beach. At the beach, I used my 
buggy board to ride the waves. When we went 
back home, we went in the pool and swam around. 
We even played baseball when we weren’t at our 
house. We played with the neighbors next door. 
One day, we invited our friends in California over 
for dinner. We had a pool party and barbecue. 
After that we went home. 
 
This was my summer vacation. I hope you had a 
great summer as well.

- August Markstrum ( 4th grade )

 
THIS SUMMER WE WENT to my grandmas 
house in Connecticut. I did swimming, baseball, 
football and whiffle ball. During swimming I did 
handstands, flips and dives. I raced my dad 40 feet 
in the pool, I won 3 rounds and lost 1! We also 
played a lot of  water basketball. In baseball I did 
catches off my automatic return and practiced my 
batting. During football we had a catch and then 
played a game. I beat him 45-28. We had pancakes 
all the time. It was fun with my mom, dad and 
sister Charlotte.

- Zachary Klein ( 3rd grade )

AUGUST MARKSTRUM

ZACHARY KLEIN
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SUMMER IS TIME FOR FUN and no school 
or homework. But it’s still nice to read a book even 
when on vacation. One book I read this sum-
mer that I really liked is called Hatchet, by Gary 
Paulsen. Hatchet is about a boy who after a plane 
crash, is lost and alone in the woods and learns to 
survive. I liked this book very much. It involves a 
lot of  adventure for surviving in the wild.  Also, the 
main character is a kid.
Examples of  adventure and survival in this book 
include making tools for hunting for food like fish, 
deer and birds. Also, how to build your own shelter 
in the woods
I also like that the main character is a 11-year-old 
kid. I’m 10. I don’t really think the story would be 
the same if  it was about a grown up living in the 
wild. The story shows that kids have potential and 
can do things on their own.
In Conclusion, the book is very good because it 
involves adventure, survival and it’s about a kid 
and what kids can do. Next summer, maybe you 
will want to read it!

- Victor Frankfurt ( 5th grade )

SUMMER RECAP

VICTOR FRANKFURT

ANA & FEDERICA DE LA GARZA 
were able to spend an amazing time boogie 
boarding the waves of  South Beach in Miami 
and building sand castles. Then we headed to the 
beautiful 
mountains of  Vail, Colorado were they did 
hiking, fishing, ride their bikes and visit all their 
favorite playgrounds and restaurants. 

They are looking forward to be back at school 
and see their new friends and teachers. 

- Ana & Federica De La Garza ( 1st grade )

FEDERICA DE LA GARZA

ANA DE LA GARZA
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ting in the plane for two extra hours! At this point 
I was really annoyed! JetBlue then moved us to a 
different part of  the airport where we had to wait 
for an additional 3 hours! We finally boarded our 
plane then there was another delay because the 
ground crew was busy so we had to wait another 
one and half   hours. Finally they signaled that we 
could take off. Everyone was happy and tired after 
we took off. The flight took the normal time which 
is about 3 hours. At JFK Airport the car service 
from JFK to Manhattan took about an hour for us. 

The whole trip back took us nearly 14 hours! This 
is the longest trip I have ever experienced!!!

- Veer Garg

IN JULY OF 2021 my 
family and I went to Miami, 
Florida. Our family friend, 
Liam, came along with us. 
This was the last trip my 
family took before my sister, 
Zoya, left for college. We left 
from JFK Airport and the 
trip on American Airlines 
was smooth and quick. We 
stayed at a really nice hotel 
called “Fontainebleau.” 
Everyday my sister Zoya, my 
brother Brij and Liam went 
to the beach. I usually stuck around at the pool, 
because the pool had a waterslide. Later my sister, 
brother and Liam came back from the beach and 
went swimming with me. There was also a really 
terrific restaurant called “Hakkasan.” Hakkasan is 
a Chinese restaurant that has some really amazing 
food including beef  that comes in an edible bowl 
made out of  egg yolk and they also serve lava cake 
and ice cream for dessert. We also invented a game 
we played at night in an open field called “cricket 
ball.” Cricket ball is kind of  like a combination of  
cricket and kick ball. Overall we had a really great 
trip to Miami.

The trip home on JetBlue Airlines was not what we 
expected. So first of  all, we got to the airport very 
early and had to wait for 3 hours. Then we were 
sitting in the plane for 15-20 minutes waiting for 
the plane to take off. After that we got information 
that the flight got cancelled because there is a law 
that says a pilot is not allowed to fly a plane for 
more than 16 hours per day so we were stuck sit-

By Veer Garg

MIAMI AIRPORT
SUMMER RECAP



14 | NEWS@6 www.ps6nyc.com

SUMMER  
HOBBIES

SUMMER RECAP

HELLO MY NAME is Juliet Curanovic and this 
summer I adopted a new hobby and that’s bracelet 
making. The beads that I use are called Heishi 
beads. They are polymer clay flat circle beads. 
I also use different beads like small pony beads, 
smiley face beads, pearls, gold Heishi beads, star 
beads, and evil eye beads. Bracelets are very simple 
to make and only take a few steps. First, cut 12 
inches of  elastic string. Pick out the beads that you 
want, for example pearls, light green, dark green 
and sart creating a pattern. For my pattern I will 
use pearl, dark green, pearl and then a light green 
bead and so on. Bracelets only take 12-15 minutes 
to make depending on what pattern you use. Two 
things you need to have is patience and good pos-
ture, because if  you don’t, your back would hurt 
and get sore. I think making bracelets was a fun 
experience and I think you should try it too!

- Juliet Curanovic ( 5th grade )

JULIET CURANOVIC
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JULIET CURANOVIC

HELLO. My name is Lev. I’m about to start third 
grade, which I’m really exited about. I spent my 
summer in California. Most of  the days I did surf  
camp.  It’s really hard surfing for 7 hours a day for a 
total of  six weeks.

Usually, we started our day 
by collecting trash such as 
plastic bottles, plastic uten-
sils, and other garbage at 
the beach. Besides surfing 
I also learned that we have 
to take a better care of  our 
oceans and planet in gen-
eral. Because I’ve seen lots 
of  trash that people leave 
behind after they leave the 
beach. I also saw turtles, 
seals, big and small fish, sea 
snails, and sea hares and 
the smallest one I found 
was as big as a quarter.
 
A lot of  funny things
happened during that time, 
but I also learned that the 
ocean is very rocky and 
rough. And there were days 
when the water was ex-
tremely cold. Pacific Ocean 
is cold in general. Kids at the camp thought that 
I am used to the cold because I am from New 
York, but I was the only one who wore two wet 
suits while they were surfing in mostly one short 
wet suit.

Surfing is lots of  fun. I recommend you try it. I 
had a great summer.

- Lev Vafa ( 3rd Grade )  

SUMMER RECAP

LEV VAFA



16 | NEWS@6 www.ps6nyc.com

SUMMER RECAP

EACH YEAR JUST BEFORE a new school year 
starts, there is a tennis event called the US Open 
in Flushing, Queens. Many great players come to 
New York to compete. At the US Open you can 
watch tennis matches, get autographs, eat a variety 
of  food and shop for tennis gear. It's like a mini 
tennis village! This year I had the chance to go on 
the first day. It's fun to go on the first day because 
that is when there are the most games. You can 
walk to a game and stay for a set or more and 
leave between games. You can also go to the open-
ing ceremony in the evening in the Arthur Ashe 
stadium. When I went, Billie Jean King came to 
speak. I watched some very strong players includ-
ing Madison Keys and Sloane Stephens. In 2017, 
Keys and Stephens played against each other in 

the finals, but this year it was a first-round match. 
I also saw my favorite of  all players, Naomi Osaka, 
win her match. She is my favorite player because 
she fights for equality for kids, women and people 
of  all races. For example, she completely renovated 
the tennis courts she grew up on, in Queens. Her 
dad is from Haiti but her mom is from Japan, so 
the courts have a greeting in English, Japanese and 
Haitian Creole. She is generous, inspiring and a 
great champion! 

- Manon Juan ( 5th grade )

MY DAY  
AT THE US OPEN
By Manon Juan 5th grade
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WELCOME TO THE NEW PRE-K CLASS
By Corinne Nigliazzo

Hello to the new Pre-K class!  I know you’re going 
to have a great time at P.S. 6 in Pre-K this year.  
Last year I was in Pre-K 105 and Pre-K 103 and 
had a great time meeting new friends and learning 
new things.  

You’re going to love Centers!  In Centers, you’ll 
color, play with magna tiles, blocks, legos and play 
pretend in the kitchen.  The EcoCenter is so cool!  
In the EcoCenter, we learned about nature and got 
to hold worms!  My favorite thing at P.S. 6 is the 
playground on the roof.  You’re going to love it!  
There are so many fun things about Pre-K.  

Welcome to P.S. 6!  I hope you have a great school 
year!  

By Corinne Nigliazzo kindergarden 

WELCOME TO
THE NEW PRE-K

STUDENT WRITING
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LUXURIOUS,  
FANCY PENTHOUSE
By Sanaya Kardar 5th grade

AMY TOOK OUT A BOOK from the messy 
book pile. She opened the book to the next chapter 
and took out her bookmark.
The Wonderful Wonders of  the Big City.
I’ll finish this last chapter today, she thought. I want to 
know more about this new, fancy penthouse Lyla got.
Then she put the book back into the pile. But why 
read about the penthouse when you can get one? Maybe I can 
convince Mom and Dad. I want to see a gold and diamond 
chandelier. And it would be amazing to see the huge city from 
the balcony. And I don’t want to read from a messy pile any-
more. Mom always says that our cabin isn’t big enough for a 
bookshelf, but if  I live in a penthouse, I’ll have tons of  space! 
Plus, the floor won’t be swollen! Also, the city is prettier than 
the suburbs. At least, that’s my opinion.
Amy’s family was poor, though. And the chances 
were insanely low that her parents would say yes.
However, that didn’t stop Amy.
Amy looked at her parents, who were sitting on the 
couch. Her feet shuffled  and the swollen, wooden 
cabin floor creaked and groaned like a battering 
ship. 
“Mom? Dad? Excuse me?”
Amy’s parents turned their heads around to face 
their daughter. “What is it, honey?”
“Don’t you want to live in something… maybe… 
fancy and luxurious? Like a penthouse?”
“I’m sorry, Amy. But right now, we can’t afford a 
home like that,” her Mom said.
“Come on, please?”
Her parents shrugged.
“SERIOUSLY?”
I can’t believe this! she thought.
Amy stormed to the door. THUMP! THUMP! 
THUMP! “I guess I’M going to get it MYSELF!” 
She opened the door and slammed it. BANG!
I’d better run fast. If  my parents catch me, my 

dreams of  getting a fancy penthouse are over.
Amy wandered the suburbs. She tried to find where 
the suburbs ended and the city started.
Why am I doing this? she thought. Why now?
Mom and Dad are probably mad or worried about me.
Come on, don’t think about what Mom and Dad think!
A look of  determination crossed her face as she 
ran across the street. I’ll find the big city and a fancy 
penthouse!
Amy examined every street, sidewalk, and block but 
the big city was nowhere to be seen. She scowled 
and stamped her foot.
Where is the big city? 
Is it really just a fictional place? 
Am I ready to give up now?
Then she saw a couple walking towards her. The 
woman had a black and white coat and diamond 
earrings that sparkled when they touched the sun. 
The man wore a pristine black and white suit and a 
golden pin shaped like a flower.
“Excuse me, young lady.” The man spoke. “What 
are you doing outside alone? Do you need help 
finding your parents?”
“Umm…” Amy fiddled with her hair.
Who are these people?
And where did they get those fancy clothes?
“We can drive around and look for them. Come 
with us, young lady.” The woman guided Amy 
towards her car.
“It’s okay… I can find my parents myself.” Amy 
gave the couple a thumbs up.
“No, please let us help you.” The woman opened 
the car door. 
“My name is Scarlet, by the way,” the woman said. 
“And that’s my husband, Eric.” Amy nodded.
They drove everywhere around the suburbs. Scarlet 
stopped the car. “You didn’t spot your parents any-
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where. It’s getting late, I’ll drive to the city and we’ll 
continue searching for them in the morning. You 
can sleep in the guest bedroom in our penthouse.”
Amy perked up. The city? A penthouse? This must be 
fate!
Amy stared out the window as they drove away 
from the suburbs and into the big city. The lights 
in the city sparkled like stars. The buildings were 
like giants compared to her little cabin. Amy was 
having the best dream of  her life. Only it wasn’t a 
dream, it was real.
Eventually, the car stopped. “We’re here!” Scarlet 
said.
Amy admired the apartment building like it was 
a dazzling diamond. The building was covered in 
windows as blue as ocean waves. The roof  was so 
high up that she couldn’t even see it.
Amy rushed into the building, along with Eric and 
Scarlet. They took the elevator to the penthouse.
Amy gasped as the elevator started moving. It’s like 
magic.
DING! The elevator stopped and the doors 
opened.
They stepped into the penthouse. 
“WHOA!” Amy gasped. There were hints of  gold 
and diamond in the walls and the ceiling lights, just 
like she’d read about in her book.
“Follow me to the guest bedroom.” Eric led her to a 
tall, white door across the hall.
The first thing she saw was a huge, magnificent 
bookshelf. Amy ran over and snatched a book off 
the lowest shelf. Then she saw the front cover and 
froze.
The Wonderful Wonders of  the Big City.
Suddenly, Amy was sad. The book made her 
think of  the messy book pile back at home. She 
thought about the cabin… the swollen floor… her 
parents… 
“Dinner’s ready!” Scarlet called out.
Amy rushed out of  the guest bedroom and sat 
down at the long dining table by the door. 
Scarlet placed a dish on the table.
 “Ummm… I’m not hungry anymore.”
Amy trotted back into her room and fell onto the 
bed.
Scarlet opened the door and whispered, “If  you’re 
tired, you can go to sleep.”

But Amy couldn’t sleep. All she did was toss and 
turn, thinking about the cabin.
And the messy pile of  books… the swollen, wooden floor… 
It felt funny to Amy that she wanted them back.
A tiny, bland cabin versus a huge, fancy penthouse.
Why did the cabin win?
Because my parents are there. The parents I should be eating 
dinner with.
The cabin isn’t a bland cabin if  my parents are there.
I could care less about rereading the same five books, the 
annoying creaking noises from the floor, and the fancy 
penthouse…
What I really care about is… my parents.
Amy shuffled to her feet and looked around the 
penthouse for Scarlet and Eric’s bedroom. She 
cried as she walked.
She opened a door and found Scarlet and Eric 
snoring.
Amy shook Scarlet and Eric and woke them up.
“I want to go home.” Amy spoke under her breath.
“What?” Scarlet turned to face her.
“I want to go back to the suburbs. And I want to be 
back in my small wooden cabin.”
“We can drive you back in the morning.” Eric 
yawned.
“But I can’t sleep. I miss my parents. I don’t want to 
leave in the morning! I want to leave NOW!”
“Alright. We’ll find the cabin.” Scarlet smiled. 
“Let’s go!” Amy yelled. They rushed to the elevator.
They finally got outside and Amy breathed in some 
fresh air.
“Get in the car.” Scarlet yawned.
They drove out of  the big city and into the suburbs. 
Scarlet drove everywhere to find the dwarvish, 
wooden cabin. It took over two hours to find it.
Amy rushed out of  the car and saw her parents. 
She hugged them tightly.
“She’s back!” Amy’s mom yelled to her husband. 
“Are you okay? What happened? We were so wor-
ried!”
“It’s a long story. I’ll tell you later.” Amy shrugged. 
But her parents didn’t ask her anything else.
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